
City of Southgate 
PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

Monday, September 12, 2022 

7:00 p.m. - Informal Planning Commission/Work Study Meeting 

7:30 p.m. - Regular Planning Commission Meeting 

A. Roll Call: Anderson, Biskner, Clark, Crawford, Gawlik, Godbout, Orman, Pricilla Ayres­
Reiss,Yoos 

B. Minutes: 1) Minutes of Planning Commission Meeting dated July,11 2022 
2) Minutes of Informal Planning Commission Meeting dated July 11, 2022 

C. Persons and/or Petitioners: 

D. Public Hearings: 

E. Officials' Reports: 

F. Correspondence: 

G. Old Business: 

H. New Business: Ordinance Amendments Section 1298 and 1422 Building Ordinance 

Adjournment: 

mg 

08-31-2022 

Next Meeting: 11/14/2022 



City of Southgate 
Planning Commission Informal Meeting 

July 11, 2022 

This meeting of the Planning Commission was held in the Municipal Caucus Room, 14400 Dix­
Toledo Highway, Southgate, Michigan on Monday, July 11, 2022 and called to order by Chairperson Ed 
Gawlik, at 7:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Patricia Anderson, Ed Gawlik, Linda Clark, Chad Godbout, Leticia Crawford 
Barbara Biskner, James Yoos, Jerry Orman, Priscilla Ayers-Reiss 

ALSO PRESENT: Plan Consultant John Enos, City Attorney Ed Zelenek, Building Official Tim 
Leach, City Administrator Dan Marsh, Council Member Colovos 

There will be (2) public hearings at the Regular Meeting tonight. 

The first one will be the applicant requesting Conditional Use Approval for a Children's Activity Center 
@ 13300 Reeck Rd. Mills Gymnastics. 

The applicant Mills Gymnastics has begun constructing a large playscape on their property in order to 
provide activities as a licensed State of Michigan Summer Camp. The playscape is in the northeast corner 

of the site and is a conditional use within the C-1 Community Business District. We are supportive of the 
use at this location and recommend approval. 

Mr. Mills, stated they have been approved by the State for a Summer Camp. They will follow the 
recommendation of the City in regards to the fencing. This project will provide our campers with a fun 
and safe physical play environment. 

The second one will be the applicant is requesting for Conditional Re-zoning from C-2 General Business 
to M-1 Light Industrial@ 16600 Fort St. Currently Michigan Vehicle Solutions will be "Dent Wizard". 

The applicant requests to amend a conditionally rezoned parcel located at 16600 Fort Street from C-2, 
General Business to M-1, Light Industrial-Research. The rezoning is requested to allow for a new use, 
"Dent Wizard" which is a custom automobile cosmetic repair facility. The highly technical nature of 
operations and the low intensity of the use differentiates it from typical automobile fabrication and body 
shop. 

Mr. Pennybacker, from Dent Wizard, discussed details of the business and is very excited about this 
project. 

The Board will send this to City Council for final approval. 

The meeting ended at 7:33 p.m. 



City of Southgate 
Planning Commission Meeting 

July 11, 2022 

This meeting of the Planning Commission was held in the Municipal Caucus Romm, 14400 Dix­
Toledo Highway, Southgate, Michigan on Monday, July 11, 2022 and called to order by Chairperson Ed 
Gawlik, at 7:34 p.m. 

PRESENT: Patricia Anderson, Ed Gawlik, Linda Clark, Chad Godbout, Leticia Crawford 
Barbara Biskner, James Yoos, Jerry Orman, Priscilla Ayers-Reiss 

ALSO PRESENT: Plan Consultant John Enos, City Attorney Ed Zelenek, Building Official Tim 
Leach, City Administrator Dan Marsh, Council Member Colovos 

Minutes: 

The first order of business is approval of the minutes from the June 13, 2022 Planning Commission 
meeting. 

Moved by Orman, supported by Anderson, that the minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting 
dated June 13, 2022 be approved. MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Public Hearings: 

I. Applicant is requesting Conditional Use Approval for a Children's Activity Center@ 13300 
Reeck Rd. Mills Gymnastics.(PC 04-2022) 

Public notices were sent out. 

Moved by Anderson, supported by Clark, to open this Public Hearing. MOTION APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

City Planner Enos stated the applicant Mills Gymnastics has begun constructing a large playscape on their 
property in order to provide activities as a licensed State of Michigan Summer Camp. The playscape is in 
the northeast corner of the site and is a conditional use within the C-1 Community Business District. The 
applicant is proposing a chain link fence that is not permitted. A decorative ornamental metal fencing 
material is recommended. We are supportive of the use at this location and recommend approval. 

Mr. Mills, stated they have been approved by the State for a Summer Camp. They will follow the 
recommendation of the City in regards to the fencing. This project will provide our campers with a fun 
and safe physical play environment. 

Moved by Yoos, supported by Anderson, to close this Public Hearing. MOTION APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Moved by Yoos, supported by Orman, to approve the Conditional Use request for a Children's 
Activity Center@ 13300 Reeck Rd. Mills Gymnastics. (PC 04-2022) MOTION APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

2. Applicant is requesting for Conditional Re-zoning from C-2 General Business to M-1 
Light Industrial@ 16600 Fort St. Currently Michigan Vehicle Solutions will be "Dent 

Wizard". (PC 05-2022) 
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Public notices were sent out. 

Moved by Anderson, supported by Yoos, to open this Public Hearing. MOTION APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

The applicant requests to amend a conditionally rezoned parcel located at 16600 Fort Street from C-2, 
General Business to M-1, Light Industrial-Research. The rezoning is requested to allow for a new use, 
"Dent Wizard" which is a custom automobile cosmetic repair facility. The highly technical nature of 
operations and the low intensity of the use differentiates it from typical automobile fabrication and body 
shop. 

The site is approximately 4.15 acres site and was formerly conditionally rezoned to allow Michigan 
Vehicle Solutions, a custom automobile and truck fabrication, vehicle up-fitting, and vehicle research and 
development testing use. The applicant is proposing no building expansions; only interior modifications 
to the buildings. After reviewing the current land use, adjacent zoning districts, and future plans for the 
subject properties and vicinity, we would recommend that the Planning Commission approve the 
amendment to the M-1 conditional rezoning. 

Mr. Pennybacker, from Dent Wizard, discussed details of the business and is very excited about this 
project. 

The City would also like to Thank Mr. Richard Oliver for his commitment and dedication on all his 
projects in the City of Southgate. 

Moved by Clark, supported by Yoos, to close this Public Hearing. MOTION APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Moved by Anderson, supported by Crawford, to recommend City Council approve a Conditional 
Re-zoning from C-2 General Business to M-1 Light Industrial@ 16600 Fort St. Currently 
Michigan Vehicle Solutions will be "Dent Wizard". (PC 05-2022). MOTION APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Officials' Reports: 
Will continue to work on the Sign Ordinance. 

Correspondence: None. 

Old Business: None. 

New Business: None. 

Adjournment: 

Moved by Anderson, supported by Orman, that this meeting of the Planning Commission be 
adjourned at 7:49 p.m. MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Ed Gawlik 
Chairperson, Planning Commission 
as 
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Carlisle I Wortman 
ASSOCIATES, INC . 

117 NORTH FIRST STREET SUITE 70 ANN ARBOR, Ml 48104 734 .662 .2200 734 .662 . 193S FAX 

TO: 

FROM: 

City of Southgate Planning Commission 

John Enos, AICP City Planner 

September 6, 2022 DATE: 

RE: Ordinance Amendments 

As you aware for some time we have wrestling with commercial and industrial building fa~ade materials, 
especially in regard to older buildings requesting to "paint" traditional brick and stone surfaces which 
typically does not hold up and aesthetically is not as attractive as more natural materials. That said and in 
working with the Building Director we are respectfully requesting setting a public hearing for the attached 
Section 1298 amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. Also, included are proposed amendments to Section 
1422 Building Ordinance. This will need a public hearing by the Council not the Planning Commission. 
Thank you. 

Richard K. Carlisle, President Douglas J. Lewan, Executive Vice President John L. Enos, Vice President 

David Scurto, Principal Benjamin R. Carlisle, Principal Sally M. Elmiger, Principal Craig Strong, Principal R. Donald Wortman, Principal 

Laura K. Kreps, Senior Associate Paul Montagno, Senior Associate, Megan Masson-Minock, Senior Associate 



1422.01 ADOPTION BY REFERENCE; FILE COPIES. 

The current "International Property Maintenance Code, 2:018", as published by the 
International Code Co~ncil, Inc., is hereby adopted as the Property Maintenance Code of the City 
of Southgate, County of Wayne, State of Michigan; for the control of buildings and structures as 
herein provided; and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms 
of said Property Maintenance Code are herein referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as 
if fully set out in this chapter, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes, if any, 
prescribed in Section 1422.02 . A copy of the 2022 ~ International Property Maintenance 
Code, and the provisions thereof, shall be filed in the Building Department. 

1298.13 WALLS AND EARTH BERMS 

(e) Required walls shall be constructed of architectural masonry materials which may include all 
decorative masonry units, i.e. monolithic and/or precast concrete walls or commercial/industrial 
rated wall panels with stone or brick design. Precast concrete walls shall be stained or ff&t 

painted in colors complementary to the color of exterior materials used in buildings on the site. 

1298.17 EXTERIOR BUILDING WALL MATERIALS. 

(2) Nonresidential Buildings. 

A. Except where otherwise regulated in this section, the exterior building walls of a 
nonresidential building and any related accessory building shall consist of the exterior building 
wall materials and/or combinations of materials expressly permitted in this section. 

B. The exterior building walls of a nonresidential building shall consist of the following 
materials or combinations thereof: 

1. Face brick for nonresidential buildings, as defined in this Zoning Code, cut stone or field 
stone. 

2. Split-face block, which shall be treated {iMpFegRaled, ROI paiRled) with earth tone or 
natural colors. The split-face block must have a rough, stone-like texture created by splitting the 
block during production. 

3. Precast concrete in a form and pattern which may consist of its natural color or which 
may be treated {iMpFegRaled, ROI paiRled) with earth tone colors. 

4. Finished cementitious materials, including finished systems and stucco, which shall be 
treated (impregnated, not painted) with earth tone colors and may be utilized in combination 
with approved materials in 1298.17(8) 1, 2, 3 a minimum of eight feet above grade. 
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5. Metal standing seams may be utilized for architectural exterior wall accents on 
canopies and mansards. Colors shall be approved by the Building Department Director. 

C. Materials other than those specifically outlined in paragraph (d)(2)B. hereof shall be 
prohibited. Materials specifically prohibited include: 

1. Concrete masonry units (CMU}, such as block, pattern and fluted. 

2. Tarred paper, tin, corrugated iron, porcelain clad and steel flat sheets. 

3. Pressed or laminated wood products. 

4. PaiRliRg of briGk er fase brisk. 

5. Similar products or materials. 

D. If an applicant requests the use of other materials not specifically prohibited in 
subsection (d)(2}C. or noted as an approved material in subsection (d)(2}8., said materials shall 
be reviewed and approved by either the Site Plan Review Committee or Planning Commission 
per the requirements of Section 1298.07(i)(5}. The Site Plan Review Committee or Planning 
Commission may approve alternative materials only when it determines that such materials will: 

1. Be in direct harmony with the intent and purpose of this section and will stand to 
further promote the uniform and qualitative visual environment of the City. 

2. Meet all applicable requirements of the City's Building Code. 
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City of Southgate 

An amendment to the City of Southgate Zoning Ordinance to revise• 
Section 1298.18 (Signs) and promote the effective regulation of said 
section. 

1298.18 SIGNS. 

Amendment or Section 1298.IB is hereby amended to add the Collowine intent and purpose 
of revision· 
~pre1,1isif111s ar this section are to e11co11rage tile effecti1,1e use of slg11s as a means or 
co1J1m11nlratio11 for a partieular user or use ef property in the Ci~. It is intenllee to flFOtert 
tlte publir health, safety, and welrnre while reeogni;iing the legitimate neetl ar lrnsiness, 
iluh1stry, anti atller ac1h,ities i11 alct.lining their identit:icatia11 a1ul in formation ohjecti 'les , 
J.'.inallfi the secllon is designed to pro1Mote the eronontiE--eevelopment and aesthetic 
E11arae1er ef tl1e City er Se11thgate by reg11latl11g the re11straction, alteratio11. repair, 
maintena11ee, sllle, leeathm, anfl nmRber er signs. All emtleer ad•Jer:tising sw11cu1res, 
awnlltgs, billhnarii signs, and other notiE:es which ad..,ertise a ln1si11ess, co111111ercial •Je11ture 
er name o~ person shall be reg11latetl as foll~ 

The Intent or Ibis artjdg ts to rerwlate the location. size. constructlon, and manner or display 
of slims in order to mjninuze their harmful effects on the uubUc health, sa{etv and we)[are, 
·White this article recognizes that s;wis are necessary to satjsfy the needs of sum users for 
adequate tdentlQcatJon and communjcatJon. failure to o:11ulatc them may lead to poor 
tdentlflcatlon of lndlvidual businesses dctcrloration and blight of the business and 
resldenttal area.s o[the Qty. conOicts between different tvDCs ofiand use. reduction In traffic 
safety to pedestr;ans and motorists. and other Impacts that aa: contrary to the purposes. 
Intent. and interests ldenUOeiJ in this mtlon, 

Ibe [ollowio11 municipal lotereru are considered by the City to be compeU111e goyemnumt 
interests. Each interest Is Intended to be achieved in a manner that represents the least 
restricJtve means o( accom0Hshin11 the stated interest and in all events is intended to 
promote an Important &PYrruroeot Interest that would not be dfectlvely achieved absent the 
re,ulallons io this Section. 

Ca) Pul/lic Safety. Maint.aio1n11 pedestrian and vehicular safety are oredommant and 
romnelltu11 aovernroeot interests throuuhout tbl!' City. with particular emphasis on 
tho safety of pedestrians. reducin11 distraction or motorists and requiring proper 
majnten;:iore and/or structurally unsafe si11os to be a:paietd or a:moved. 

fbl Char,1rtcr and Oual;u, of Life, Achi<:Yinu and majntmnmg attractive. ooiedy. and 
desirable places tu conduct bushu:ss o:lrbcau: rivic c:vents. entertain peoule and 
provide for housmg ogpoouoities ;s dlrecUv related to the stabmtv or prupc:rtv yalul's 
needed to provide and finance qualjty ouhlic services and facilities wjthln the City. 



Ibis artich: intends to allow s1K11s that are ot syfllcient. but not excessive, size tu 
perform their intended function as necessary to urovldr and maintain the City's 
character and supuort uelgJ,borhood stabllily 

W Economic Prvelopnu:nt and l'ropgrty Values. The establishment uf the restrictJuus In 
this section has a direct relationship to cn:atini: stablllty and aredlctabUlty. anowlni: 
earb pr1yatg iuwn:st to secure reasonable exposure or siunaae and Jhus promouni 
business success, The aupUcation or the restrictions in this article allows businesses 
10 ceasm14bly command attention to the content and substance of their messages 
white concurrcndy a)lowina the promoUon or other visual assets. including £without 
hmitalionl landsrapjng and arch.itecture, all of which contribute to economic 
development and prnpeay value enhancement 

fd) Avoidance or Nujsance-1,ike conditions. Dye to the concentration or people and 
actMUes. there Is a potential far and It is a compelling intcresr to avoid. blight. 
physh:al clutter. and yjsua,I dunce lo the City The result of these conditions leads to 
diminished propeo;y values reduced attractJveness or the rommunjty. and reduced 
quality or life within the district:,. Minimum regu!atjons that snbstanttally relate to 
siwage are Import.ant and necessary foe the majntenaace and well-being or positive 
condjtjons. good character and quaUty ofU(e in the City. Ultimately, Uiese ceavlatlons 
are coumcl!lnii and impoctflnt for the protection or all poll cc powc:r values. 

It!) t'ropcnv ldentificat,on for EmcrgenLy Response and Wayflnding Purposes. Locating 
a business or reslds•oce by police Ure and other emergency responders can be a 
matter al life and death. ,md thus it is a compctune interest to ensure that nroper 
understandable unambiguous and coordinated si&Qage he pemJitted and ccgulred. 
iind specifications for such purposes can he accomullshcd In a simple and narrow 
manner. W;1yQot1ing for vehicular and oetJcstrjan oumoses is also a compelling 
interest to avoid confusion In public cl&bt.s•o(•way. and unnecessary Intrusions on 
private property. Sien specifications for such wayfindh1a can he coordinated with 
property identification for such emergency and other uurposcs. 

ID Protectjon 01 the Bi~ht to Recc:ivc and Convey Messages. Jbi: important 
governmental interests and rei:ulaUons rnntained In this artlde are not Intended to 
target the content or messages to be displayed on shms. but Anstead seek to achieve 
non-speech obiecllves.10 no respect do the reeutatlons or sieoage prohibit a property 
owner or ocrypant from an effective means of conveying the desired mes;raee. 
Nothlni: In thls aa1c1e ls Intended to prohibit the rlalJt to convey and receive mcssaecs 
protected by the First Amendment of the Umted States Constitution. 

The followlae re1rnlations shall aouJy to all signs in thg City or Southgate: 

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms, phrases. shall have the following meaning 
when used in this section: 

(1) "Abandoned sign." Any sign used in conjunction with a business that has not been in 
operation for a period of at least six months. 
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(2) "Animated sign." Any sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict action 
or create a special effect or scene. 

(3) "Awning." Refer to "canopy or awnings" below. 

(4) "Balloon." A flexible, nonporous container that can be of various shapes which is 
filled with a gas causing it to inflate. Often the gas is lighter than air to allow the balloon to 
rise and float in the atmosphere. 

(5) "Banner." Any lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a pole or a 
building by a permanent frame at one or more edges. ~latie11al !fags, state er municiJJal l:J.igs, 
er the omcial llag ef any instill1lion or ln1si11ess shall not bl! co11siderl!d a ban11er sign. 

(6) "Beacon." Any light with one or more beams directed into the atmosphere or directed 
at one or more points not in the same zoning lot as the light source; also, any light with one 
or more beams that rotate or move. 

(7) "Billboard" or "off-premise sign." Any sign which contains a message or advertises 
an establishment, product, service, space or activity not available on the lot on which the sign 
is located. 

(8) "Broken sign." A sign that is composed of individual letters fastened to a building 
surface or other support structure. 

(9) "Building marker." Any sign indicating the name of a building, date of construction, 
and any incidental information about its construction, which sign is cut into a masonry 
surface or made of bronze or other permanent material. 

(10) "Canopy or awning." A retractable or fixed shelter constructed of materials on a 
supporting framework that projects from the exterior wall of a building. A canopy or awning 
is placed over a door, window, entrance, outdoor service area or entire building. 

1-:itehc:n r.Qlnl'r 

(11) "Canopy or awning sign." Any sign that is an integral and permanent part of an 
awning, canopy or other fabric, plastic or structural protective cover. 

( 1 :Z) "Gnmmercial message A11y sign wenlmg, loge, er et lier ref1rese111ation that 
1lirertly er lmlir~ly 11;.unes, 111l'tertisl!!i, er calls aUe111ien te a husiness, flFBlluct , seR1ice, or 
other romn1ercial acli'tity, 
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(l l~) "Compatible." To be harmonious, consistent, or in keeping with the character of 
the surrounding environs. 

-fl4}~¥.;ff-11~1-g».::-Any-~1l-Whirh identilles lhe 11w11eF&, finan~~n~ 
aft'ltilee~s. engineers or te11ants ora µrojert 1111der ronstrwrlion. 

(Ila) "Directional sign." A sign, solely erected for the purpose of wm+'ffenly 
iltffiffilational-whid1 does not cEmtain ad..,ertising, that directs directing movement~ 
provides instructions, or is sernndary to the wse or tl~_Generally signs of this type 
indicate the entrance/exit, drive-through location, "no parking" areas, etc. 

(114i) "Directory sign." A sign, which indicates the tenants and their suite locations 
within a multi-tenant building. 

i l\1i.illOr-­
--ES kll<:'S 

( 17) "li11tra11cew11y si~11," .f<. sign that identifies the name 11r a reside1Hial s111!di¥b1on or 
lle,;elop111e11t and is lornted al Liu~ major entranrnu,iays Lo the sul!di•tisioH or de¥elo1mie11t. 

( IR) "1-:ssenl ial service-sign." Any sign i11ek:.Hi11g services that are reasonably necessary 
klr the lumishing or 1111hlic utilities, m1111icipal departnumts nr cummissions, er-+he-1~ 
health, sal'ety, and weli:are ar Cily residents. 

( l !i.9) "Flag." Cloth containing distinctive colors, patterns, or symbols used to distinguish 
a government, political subdivision, or other political entity. 

(lb~) "Flashing sign." A sign that employs lighting that flashes, blinks, moves, oscillates 
or varies in intensity more frequently than once every three seconds and is not an animated 
sign or a reader board sign. 

(lli-1-) "Freestanding sign." Any sign supported by structures or supports that are 
placed on, or anchored in, the ground and that are independent from any building or other 
structure. Freestanding signs include pole and monument signs. 

;!:.l) "(;11..,ernmeRt siRR," Any siRn flOSted hy a 1mit ofg0'lerRme111 ror the health, safely, 
;111~ welfare ar the general p11elie. 

(l.ll~) "Message board sign." A freestanding temporary sign typically designed as an A· 
frame, T·frame, menu, or sandwich board, d1at-.i~iys-4a¾ty s11ecials or tlr-en101io11s er the 
;15wriate~ lmsiness. 

(l2i-4) "Monument sign." A freestanding sign which the entire bottom of said sign is in 
contact with the ground in a permanent location. 
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(2Qi;) "Mural." A design or representation painted on or drawn on a wall which does not 
contain any promotional or commercial advertising. 

(216) "Pennant." Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material whether or not 
containing a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in a series, 
designed to move in the wind. 

(2Z7) "Placard." A sign that provides notices of a public nature, such as "No Trespassing" 
or "No Hunting" signs. 

(2J.8) "Permanent signs." Any sign, which has a permanent location on the ground or 
which is attached to a structure having a permanent location and which meets the structural 
requirements for signs as established in this section and in the Current Michigan Building 
Code. 

~J 
_ll __ 
- . . 

(2~ ) "Pole sign." A freestanding sign, which is supported by one or more poles that are 
attached to the ground in a permanent location and is separated from the ground. 

(J.2.SG) "Portable sign." Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other 
permanent structure, as a sign designed to be transported, including but not limited to signs 
transported by means of wheels; A- or T-frames; menu and sandwich boards; and, balloons, 
banners or umbrellas.~ ,1d¥ertlsing. 

(31) "l\eal estate sign." A sign ad¥erlising the sale, rent or lease or the re.ii estate UIJOII 

,..,.hirh ll1e sign is loealed, 

(~ ) "Reader board." A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations 
that can be changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign. Also 
includes electronic reader board signs that can be changed or rearranged without altering 
the face of the surface of the sign. 

(.Z..Z~) "Roof sign." Any sign erected or constructed wholly on and over the roof of a 
building, supported by the roof structure. 

(Z!}M) "Roof sign, integral." Any sign erected or constructed as an integral part of a 
normal roof structure such that no part of the sign extends vertically above the highest 
portion of the roof and such that no portion of the sign is separated from the rest of the roof 
by a space of more than six inches. 

(£2~) "Sign." Any device, fixture, placard, or structure, v1sjl,Je from ii uul)lll ch:l1t-of­
~ that uses any color, form, graphic, illumination, symbol, or writing to promote a service. 
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adYerlise, announce the purpose of, or identify the purpose of an occupan1~. entity, or 
to i;e1111~m1iira1e ~ information of any kind to the public. 

(3.0.6) "Sign display area." That part of the sign upon, against, or through which the 
1:.!l.1lllllii.111essage is presented or illustrated. 

(31-7) "Streamer." A long, narrow strip with attached flags, pennants or banners 
resembling or suggesting "streaming" or "floating" in the wind. 

(3.48) "Temporary sign." Any sign that is used only temporarily and is not permanently 
mounted; this shall include painted window signs. 

(319) "Valance." That portion of a canopy/awning that hangs parallel to the building 
facade and is not larger than twenty-five percent (25%) of the total area of the structure and 
is used as a decorative heading. 

149) "Vehirle lmsiness sigR." ~igRs anael:ieli 10 er 11aimed on stationary 0r al:'laR!loAed 
vehicles 11arlle8----il~l»e-fF0f¼l-l~~-0~hat~sed-in-the-flay-ffi.-4;iy 
OfJ@ra1i011 of;3-0~ 

~ - ,, j u t 
Woll Sign 

(114-+) "Wall sign." Any single faced sign that is attached directly parallel to a wall, 
painted on the wall surface, or erected and confined within the limits of an outside wall of 
any building or structure, which is supported by such wall or structure, this shall include 
permanent window signs. 

(l.54-a) "Window sign." Any sign, picture, symbol, or combination thereof, designed to 
communicate information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale, or service, that 
is placed inside a window located on a wall or door or upon the window panes or glass and 
is visible from the exterior of the structure. 

(b) General Provisions. 

(1) No ~imrrahle,--per-manent,or-any--0ther-type--0~cmrally e11e1ttpt 
bom lm..,ing a 11er111it shall be installed in any district unless a sign permit is secured. Permits 
must be secured by licensed builders or registered sign companies. 

(2) No 110rt;11!lc, 110rm,meri1, or ;my other type ~ shall be allowed in any part of the 
public right-of-way. ( -

(3) The fee schedule for signs shall be according to the fee schedule approved by Council. 
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( 4) Any sign allowed by this section for advertising shall only ~i!ieifil:nlili'. the 
lrnj)djng occuuant ltti-Sines5 within that building or the goods produced or offered for sale 
within said premises. No sign shall advertise any other business or product not sold or 
offered within said building. 

(5) No freestanding sign shall be constructed at any location where, by reason of its 
position, shape or color may interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with an 
authorized traffic sign, signal or device. No sign shall make use of the words "Stop," "Danger," 
or any other traffic "caution" word, phrase, symbol, or character in such a manner as to 
interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic. No sign, signal, marking. devise or blinking, 
oscillating or rotating light shall be erected adjacent to any public right-of-way so as to create 
a traffic hazard. 

(6) No freestanding sign shall be erected at an intersection of any streets in such a 
manner as to obstruct free and clear vision. No sign shall be located within eight feet of the 
ground surface in the triangle formed by the property lines paralleling the streets and 
extending for a distance of 25 feet each way from the intersection of the right-of-way lines 
of a corner lot. 

17) AU sums shall au:1:1 the muumum yard rcguicemeuts tor the district where located, as 
set toah herein. lo add JI ion an iirouod siaos shall be tocatgd 4 minimum of s feet from any 
private drivew4y 0a uc at.11acent to the uropcrtv runt.ainlni: the i:cuund si1i:n. and Is ft:et (tom 
any right·of-way or property line, 

_ (fl-7 ) No person, business or entity shall display upon any sign or ot-heF advertising· 
structure content o( an .my obscene or indecent matter. 

(21!1) Signs, except as otherwise prohibited in this section, may be internally or externally 
illuminated. If externally illuminated, the source of the light shall be enclosed and directed 
to prevent the source of light from shining directly onto traffic or residential property. All 
spotlights shall be diffused or shielded so as not to shine on ~adjacent properties. 

(.li)ij) Electronic animated and reader board signs are permitted provided the message 
content display-area does not change more than one time per three second period. 
Background display areas may have continuous movement, for example a digital waving flag, 
provided that the display area is not flashing or blinking. Any reader board sign that changes 
its content message more frequently than once every three seconds shall be considered a 
flashing sign. 

(1 1~) No sign shall be erected, relocated or maintained so as to prevent the free ingress 
and egress from any door, window or fire escape. No sign of any kind shall be attached to a 
standpipe or fire escape. 

(l;H ) Awnings, canopies, and marquees must maintain a minimum seven-foot clear 
space distance from the bottom of the structure to the grade. 

(l l-J) No sign shall project into a public right-of-way, except that awnings and canopies 
may project not more than four feet into a public right-of-way with the approval of the 
governmental jurisdiction in control of the right-of-way. All requests to erect an awning or 
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canopy shall include a drawing, drawn to scale, detailing the proposed awning or canopy and 
a cut sheet of the proposed color(s). Material colors must be "earth tone" in nature. If the 
awning or canopy will contain a sign, the sign shall appear on the drawing along with a 
notation of the amount of sign display area in square feet, and the proposed text. The 
application and accompanying drawing shall be submitted to the Building Department and 
to any other governmental jurisdiction in control of the public right-of-way, for review and 
approval. 

(1 :i::J) All signs shall be constructed of durable material and in conformance with the 
requirements and specifications of the current Michigan Building Code, where not in conflict 
with this section. 

(1 5.4) Signs, which have not been in use for a period of more than six months, including 
any and all previously approved variances for such signs, shall be considered abandoned 
signs and suhiect to removal ucocecdin(.:s,....A.l+aKOO+W!(hsigns shall l+aYe- aU--le-1~,~ 
~ la ll1e kinner b11si111N,s remo•,•e<~-0111 signs, which are 011ly rele,1aRt I~ 
flefuncl business tl1at ii seFYefi, shall be rema¥ee Ea11111letely lf:a1M the site. Written notice 
shall be given by the Building Official and action must be taken by the property owner or 
proprietor within 30 days of said notice. 

(l bf,) All signs shall be kept in workable order, with all plastic faces intact and all metal 
on the sign kept free of rust and painted with a rustproof paint. The Building Department 
shall make periodic inspections of all signs, and if any sign is found to be in a deteriorating 
condition, the owner shall be notified, by letter, to correct the same within 30 days of such 
notice. If such condition is not corrected within the time allotted, the Building Department is 
authorized to cause the sign to be removed at the expense of the property owner, agent or 
person having interest in the building or property. This subsection shall not be construed to 
alter the effect of Section 1298.20, which regulates nonconforming signs. 

( 126) All animated or internally illuminated signs must bear the emblem of a nationally 
recognized testing laboratory. 

(l !P) All signs shall not be placed in the public right-of-way unless otherwise provided 
for by law. 

(c) Prohibited Signs. 

(1) Any sign in which a proprietor has not received a sign permit, unless specifically 
exempt. 

(2) Strings of light bulbs, pennants, balloons, streamers, banners, beacons or other 
portable signs are prohibited, except as allowed in subsection (j) hereof. 

(3) Signs that employ any flashing, moving, oscillating, blinking or variable intensity of 
light and are not either an animated or reader board sign. 

( 4) Roof signs and integral roof signs. 

(5) Murals are prohibited unless utilized only for aesthetic and architectural purposes 
and approved by City Council. 
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(6) Painted signs on exterior walls. 

(7) Billboard or off-premise signs. 

(8) Vehicle husint·ss signs. (Vehicles with lws+m~&.> signs are permitted ir used in the day­
to-day operation of the business. At the close of the business, the vehicle must either be 
removed from the property or parked within the loading/unloading zone. If no loading zone 
exists, the vehicle must be parked at a point on the site not readily visible from the public 
rights-of-way when not in use. The vehicle must be in operable condition and licensed with 
the State of Michigan.) 

(9) Temporary window signs that exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the area of the 
window and door on which such signs are located. 

(10) Any notice, placard, bill, card, poster, sticker, sign, advertising or other device 
calculated to attract the attention of the public which any person posts, prints, sticks, stamps, 
tacks or otherwise affixes, or causes the same to be done to or upon any street, right-of-way, 
public sidewalk, crosswalk, curb, hydrant, tree, telephone pole, or upon any fixture of the 
police or fire alarm system of the City is prohibited. 

(cl) Exempt Signs. The following signs are exempt from the regulations of this section, 
including sign permitc;: 

(1) Legal nolic1:s. Identification. in[orm;1tio11. or djrcctjonal sign erected. or required by 
a government auency. Wghwt1y aA1l s1ree1 signs erecled l:Jy a slale, cnu111y llF mm1it:ip<1l mad 
:igeHcy ldeRtifying higlw•ays, giving direction to s1reel!. m· 111.ices Rf inlere.~t Ar es1Ahli5hi11t,: 
FeMr-¼flffillS--ef- 6lll8itifHIS-<»-itse-f&r-!i-l-r~KJ....liighways-,--:t"l1i5~1ll!Hffill-SllillW11r-t-ke.­
iRrh11lr all such slg11s authorii!ed IJy a rnal'I agency in conjYnctien with h1frasm1en1re 
iAltlrR•JemeRl!l, 

(2) Historic markers placed under the authority of the local, state or federal government. 

(3) Essential service signs. 

( 4) Placards not exceeding two square feet. 

(5) Build ing marker not exceeding two square feet. 

(6) Flags. 

(7) Decorative, seasonal or temporary signs displayed by the City of Southgate. Such 
displays shall be only in commemoration of a national holiday or some other civic purpose 
of general public interest. 

(e) Signs Exempt from Permits. The following signs shall not require a sign permit but 
shall comply in all other respects with the regulations set forth herein : 

(1) ~nent sigiis,Sjgns erected uy a government agency. 

(:l) Real estate signs arc alioweEI iii an~• residential 111oni11g di5lrict prn¥ided that they 
SH.1"-tt11t h;we a !;wrrare are,1 greater than sh1 square J:eet fur a shigle-surfute..area a~ 5EfHat·e 
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l@et fer Siftn!i 01' i:wu er more lare1; er a heii¢hl uf kmr reet ner !ihall there ae mere 1haR t:we 
s~tm ;11.y 0111! 101. Real eslatl! signs ;ire permittell iR ilR}'-ff8H-r~Yal•.:;mR-lug dislri r l 
JJRWided ll~lte~l¼aU~m--haYe a surt:ace ar-ea--gr~i¼afl--eJ~uare l@et fer a singk 
s11rfoce area or f'i4 s1111are feet klr s igns ef twe er mere laee!i. Real estate sigm; nrnsl be 
remeYed witl1i11 h!R days er the sale, rent er ledse 0r the property. 011ly sigRs ail¥ertislng 
iniluslrial real estate fer sale 0r-re-11tal are permltteil wW.iit 500 feet er a rreeway, prev.kled 
that 511eh real eslate r1tlll'ertisi11g signs are used d11ri11g the renslruclien 11f a lmilding er the 
01Jeri11g fer sale er re11tal ef real est:ale, anti 11nwide1I, l"urther, that they are n0t larger than 
,-~uare k!el In area 

(31 Ce11strue1ifl11 signs are al'-edwith111 any ieni11g distrh:t prnv4d~kl-mfHff!f'-fflH 
has been iss11e1I for Ute prejeet, Ge11str11eti1111 sig11s sh,111 net e1u:eetl II:.! Sfj11are leet in are,1 kir 
a sh1gle s11rfare area er 64 sq11are feet fer signs of towe er mere races er sh1 reet 111 height. 
Cofl11stn11:tim1 si~ns nmst he removed fren the 11ro11erty within five days of reeeiflt 11r 
t'fftif~~l+try', 

( 41) One temporary sign is allowed l11r the flFl!motinn 11r a s11eclal @\•ent or ilEti'lity or ii 
ch11n:h, 01111 11r01it er ed11rational instil11tion provided the sign is no larger than 32 square 
feet for a single surface area or 64 square feet for signs of two or more faces and is displayed 
for no more than two weeks prior to the event or activity and that it be removed within 24 
hours of the conclusion of the event or activity. 

(~J.) Temporary garage or yard sale signs, graduation, birthday parties, open houses, etc. 
are allowed for residential properties provided they are not placed in the public right-of-way 
and do not exceed six square feet for a single surface area or 12 square feet for signs of two 
or more faces. Garage and yard-sale signs shall be removed within 24 hours of the conclusion 
of the event or activity. 

(is) Temporary promotional signs typically associated with uses where at least fifty­
one percent (51 %) of inventory is designed for the outdoor display and sale of merchandise 
on a year-round basis shall be exempt. This exemption shall only apply to promotional signs 
and/or devices that relate to the sale of the merchandise which is located on the lot. This 
exemption shall not be interpreted to include large scale inflatable devices (such as inflatable 
rooftop balloons or characters), strobes, spotlights, beacons, or signs that display any 
flashing or moving lights, or painted signs. Temporary promotional signs for these specific 
uses shall comply with all applicable general provisions of this section. 

(SI )n rccounition that there is a ncetl for additional exr;,r~s~on of speech 1irjor to a 
scheduled clccUou. lhe follow111" -.oalies fur a ueriml oL-ni C:i\ i ( qo ) ,~ll.'/5• > prior to 
and three (3) days after i£ """"''-' rol -desjgnated electton shiv u11 IIWLO wi:, i: 1s at least one 
ballot Hem; the n1a11imufo a!lowautc area or tcmpor.irv siens shall be increased to sixty-four 
I 64) sguarc foct per premise lu all districts. The maximum area ofan individual sign remains 
as stated in the table above tlurjng this period. 

{6) In rr.slclential ilceas siens 1dentilvmg properues [or sale. leiise. or rent provided ths:­
>l&o t.luc:) nut exceed 6 suyil(e feet lo area lur d single suctds:e ,m:a or 12 sguarr feet for signs 
ol two or more fam or a height of four feet oar shall tliece 1.i,· more 1han two signs on a11)1 
one lot Jn an other djstrh:ts. a :;1gn shall not have s1 surface ,uea &Ct:ittcf than 32 sc,mare tfi:1 
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for a single surface art:«1 or 64 suuare feet for signs of two or more [aces. Onlv ~him roe 
industrial properties arc pcm1ittcd within soo reet or a fn:eway provided thiJt such sians 
are used during the cpnstrnctjon o(a huUdln@ or the offccil1K for sale or rent.al u(rcal estate, 
and provided. further that they are not larger than 10 square feet In area. such sii:os shall 
be removed within 10 days following the sale. lease, or rent of the property 

- (f) Signs in a Residential District No signs shall be permitted in the R-1, R-lA, R-1 B or RM• 
Districts, except for the following: 

(t) !i11hlliYlsl0n entFance sig,rn,Rcsidcntjal dcye)opmcnl slim: 

(2) J;reestandifl~ns ;mfl accessary wall signs klr srh0t»s,--41ff8H!s, 
c-eteries, golf.al-, has11ilals, elderly l~+tf:}.-fH" c01walesce11t care and nursing harnes. 
su!Jject ta the ionowing ceRditians,Sjgns tor a permitted use other than rcsjdcntjaJ are 
subject to the foHowjng conditions: 

A. One freestanding sign with a maximum display area per side of 60 square feet and a 
maximum height of six feet, measured from the base of the sign on the ground to the highest 
point of the sign structure, shall be permitted. 

B. One wall sign per street frontage shall be permitted. Such signs shall not exceed 25 
square feet in total display area per sign and shall be affixed flat against a wall or engraved 
into a wall or portico of a building. 

C. Additional directional or identification type name plate s igns, affixed flat against a 
wall or door, shall be permitted. Such signs shall not exceed a total of 144 square inches of 
display area per sign, nor exceed six inches in height. 

D. Freestanding signs and wall signs may be illuminated. 

(g) Free-Standing Signs. Free-standing signs in any Commercial or Industrial District shall 
be not more than 20 feet in height nor more than 100 square feet in area on each side. The 
bottom of such sign shall be a minimum of eight feet above the ground level. A monument 
sign, not more than ten feet in height, may be a maximum of 150 square feet on each side, 
provided such s ign is erected so as not to obscure pedestrian traffic at driveways and 
approaches. Where more than one establishment is connected together (as in a shopping 
center) only one free-standing sign will be allowed. The developer shall make arrangements 
during construction to provide a central location for a free-standing sign, with a minimum of 
three-fourths inch galvanized conduit from each establishment to the proposed sign footing 
base. 

(h) Directional Signs. Directional signs are allowed provided they are limited to the 
identification of functions such as traffic control, loading areas, etc., on the lot and do not 
advertise the use of the lot. Directional signs shall not exceed two feet in height or two square 
feet in area for a single surface area or four square feet for signs of two or more faces. 

(i) Wall-Mounted Signs. Wall mounted signs shall comply with the following standards: 

(1) One principal wall sign shall be permitted for each wall containing an entrance 
designed and intended for public (customer) access. A principal wall sign shall not exceed 
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100 square feet in total display area, except that the display area of a principal wall sign may 
be increased one square foot for every three feet or fraction thereof that the wall to which 
the sign is to be attached sets back behind the minimum setback requirement of the district, 
up to a maximum of 250 square feet, or up to a maximum display area of ten percent (10%) 
of the total area of the wall to which the sign is to be attached, including all doors and 
windows in the wall, whichever shall result in the lesser amount. 

(2) Additional accessory wall signs (excluding directional signs) may be attached to any 
wall at the discretion of the applicant up to a maximum total square feet of display area for 
all such signs of not more than 100 square feet, except that the total square feet of display 
area may be increased by one square foot for every five feet or fraction thereof that the wall 
or walls to which these signs are to be attached sets back behind the minimum setback 
requirement of the district, up to a maximum of 150 square feet, or up to a maximum display 
area of five percent (5%) of the total area of the wall to which a sign or signs are to be 
attached, including all doors and windows in the wall, whichever shall result in the lesser 
amount. 

(3) ~111 ad1Jer1isi11t,1 &hall be ,~1ace1I un any awRing er raROJ!Y e11ee13t the 11aR1e or the 
aWf\e-Fi Awning or rnnopy sjl!ns arc permitted to dlsulay the bullding ocrnuant. business, or 
industry conducted within the premises; it may be painted or otherwise permanently placed 
flush on the awning or canopy, but only if the combination of all signs on the building front 
do not exceed the maximum allowable area for wall signs. 

( 4) No wall sign shall extend above the roof line of the building to which is it attached. 

(5) No sign that is mounted along the face of the building on the premises shall project 
or overhang the wall or any permanent architectural feature. 

(j) Temporary Signs. Portable signs, not larger than 48 square feet and the temporary 
display of banners or pennants relating 111 special f1rornot11m<1I events may be installed in any 
C-1, C-2 or C-3 District, and shall meet the following criteria: 

(1) Eight individual permits may be requested throughout the calendar year. Each 
permit shall be for a period of seven consecutive days. These permits may be spread out 
throughout the calendar year or requested in larger increments. For example, if a two-week 
display is needed; two permits will be required. 

(2) A permit must be secured from the Building Department and the appropriate fee paid 
prior to installation. 

(3) All portable signs must comply with this section. 

( 4) All portable signs shall be located on the property accessory to 11111s1 he 1111 tlfiw1le 
11r1111e1:\y and cannot interfere with the vision of pedestrians or traffic. 

(5) If a portable sign is to be illuminated, the temporary connection shall meet the 
requirements of the National Electrical Code. Each portable, illuminated sign shall be 
protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter. Temporary cord connections to buildings or 
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other means must be approved by the Electrical Inspector prior to energizing the sign. All 
temporary cords must be a minimum of No. 14 gauge wire. 

f•l-'f--l11s-1~fil-gFaph shall 1101 a1~~•.Q~i""!NaYs, 

(k) Temporary Window Signs. Each business establishment shall be permitted temporary 
window signs, provided that such signs do not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the area 
of any single window or of adjoining windows on the same frontage. This provision is not 
intended to restrict signs utilized as part of a window display of merchandise when such 
signs arc incorporated within such display. 

(I) Freestanding Message Board Signs. One message board sign which display daily 
specials or promotions of the associated business may be utilized throughout the calendar 
year provided the following conditions are met: 

( 1) No other temporary signs (including but not limited to portable; banners; pennants; 
streamers; signs transported by means of wheels; additional A-orT-frames; additional menu 
and sandwich boards; balloons; or umbrellas used for advertising; and signs attached to or 
painted on vehicles) shall be requested or utilized by the establishment. 

(2) Total height of the sign shall not exceed four feet and the total sign display area shall 
not exceed 24 inches by 36 inches. 

(3) The message board sign shall only be displayed during regular business hours and 
must be removed and appropriately stored within the business at the close of the business 
each day. 

( 4) The message board sign shall be located on private property and shall not impede 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic. At no time shall the message board be allowed within 
required parking spaces or public right.,;-of-way, which includes public sidewalks. 

(5) The message board sign shall be properly anchored to the ground to avoid movement 
and ensure the public health, safety, and welfare. 

(6) The message board shall meet all the general provisions of this section as outlined in 
subsection (b) hereof. 

(7) A plot plan of the site indicating where the temporary message board sign will placed 
shall be submitted to the Building Department as part of the permitting process. The location 
of the message board sign will be approved by the Building Department and shall be adhered 
to at all times by the applicant. 

(m) Any sign not expressly permitted in this section is hereby prohibited. 

--{Onl. 4§H. Pc1sse11--l--+89: Ord , 476. (l;issed 3 69 1,10: Ord 48Q. Passetl 7 HI 1;10: Ora. 48<►. 
Pai;sed 11 7 90; Ont UIIJ. Passetl I Jg 9 I: Onl 54:.!. Passed I 12 941 IJrrl, 60fi, Passed 3 a 
9:J': Onl, M9, 12assell 11 I l 971 Ont. 1'158, Passed 6 l4 98; Onl, li,66, Passes 7 26 QQ; Oril. 
7&-l-. Passed 6 Ill o:l i Ord. 8'.U . Passeri 10 4 06; Orll. 8:U;. Passes 11 l!i 06; Ord. 84 4, Passed 
l ;u 071 Ord. QQ 8f;R, l'assea l lQ QQ; Ord, llli9, llassml l <10 OY: Ord. YoO. Passe1I l ;ig 08 ; 

13 



Onl, Q9 ll9J , P,u,sell I~ I 6 091 Orli , 09 ll95, Passed 1 a I 0; Ord, IO 91 l. Passed H 4 IQ; Ord. 
9~ssed-~-2-I.Q-J.!: Ord, 13 96l,..P~ 

1298.19 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. 

No use otherwise allowed shall be permitted within any district set forth in this Zoning 
Code, which use docs not conform to applicable performance standards pertaining to the 
limitation of smoke, dust, dirt, fly ash, chemical propellants, glare, radioactivity, fire, 
explosive hazards, noise, vibration, odors and wastes as set forth and regulated by County, 
State or Federal laws. 

1298.20 NONCONFORMING SIGNS. 

(a) The lawful use of a sign exactly as the sign existed on the date of adoption of this 
amendment, may be continued, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, although that 
sign does not conform with this chapter. It is the intent of this chapter, however, to recognize 
the prompt elimination, as expeditiously as is reasonable, of such lawful nonconforming 
signs. 

(OnUi~l. l'assed fl JQ 93.1 

(b) A nonconforming sign: 

(1) Shall not be altered in any fashion so as to prolong the life of the sign or to change 
the shape, si.\e, type or design of the sign; 

(2) Shall not be re-established after the activity, business or usage to which it relates has 
been discontinued, closed or sold; 

(3) Shall not be re-established after having been damaged or destroyed if the estimated 
expense of reconstruction exceeds fifty percent of the replacement cost as determined by the 
Building Official; and 

( 4) Shall not have any changes to the content made iR the w,mls 11r symbols wsed ur lhe 
mess<1ge displayed on the sign unless the sign is a bwl~changcablc message board 
sign or substantially similar type of sign designed for periodic change of the sign message. 
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